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CMA May Film Series Highlights Career of 

Joris Ivens 

Flamenco Film, Jewish Documentary Also Featured 
CLEVELAND — Masterworks by the great Dutch documentarian Joris Ivens are the focus of the 
Cleveland Museum of Art's (CMA) May film series. Cinema Without Borders: The Films of Joris Ivens 
features seven programs that reveal the filmmaker's interest in left-wing politics and humanitarian 
causes. Ivens' monumental career spanned six decades and six continents, and encompassed the first 
Soviet Five-Year Plan, the Great Depression, the Spanish Civil War, the Sino-Japanese War, and the 
Vietnam War. Ivens died in 1989 at the age of 90. All films will be shown in 35mm prints from the 
European Foundation Joris Ivens, many newly subtitled. 

This touring retrospective has been made possible by Netherlands Culture Fund; Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands; Ministry of Education, Culture & Science of the Netherlands; 
Consulate Genera! of the Netherlands in New York; Filmmuseum in Amsterdam; Holland Film; and 
French Cultural Services. The tour is coordinated by Red Diaper Productions, New York. 

Completing May's film offerings will be the oft-requested Vengo (2000, May 17), the new film 
from the director of Latcho Drom and Ga^o Dilo, an ode to the artistry and magic of flamenco dancing; 
and In Search of Peace, Part 1: 1948-1967 (2000, May 19), a treasure trove of rare newsreels and film clips 
that chronicle the first two decades of Israeli history — from the nation's founding in 1948 through 
1967's Six-Day War. 

Admission to each program is $6 ($4 CMA members). For more information about the CMA and 
its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.clevelandart.orq . 

Complete May film listings follow. 

Cinema Without Borders: The Films of Joris Ivens 

Double Feature! 

Wednesday, May 1, 7 p.m. 

Power and the Land 

(USA, 1940, b&w, 35mm, 33 min.) Directed by Joris Ivens. 


Page 1 of 2 



Song of Heroes 

(USSR, 1932, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 50 min.) Directed by Joris Ivens. Two stirring documentaries by the great Joris Ivens. The first is a 
portrait of the Parkinson farm family of St. Clairsville. Ohio, whose lives are changed by the advent of electricity. Commentary by 
Stephen Vincent Ben6t. The second is a celebration of socialist spirit in which young Soviet pioneers build a blast furnace in a remote 
region of the Ural Mountains. Music by Hanns Eisler. Lecture Hall. 

The Spanish Earth 
Sunday, May 5, 1:30 p.m. 

(USA. 1937, b&w, 35mm, 52 min.) Directed by Joris Ivens. Ernest Hemingway narrates this impassioned tookat anti-fascist fighting 
during the Spanish Civil War. Followed by Ivens' 53-minute The 400 Million (USA, 1939), a wrenching portrait of the Japanese invasion 
of Manchuria. Contains amazing footage of Sun Yat Sen and Chiang Kai-shek. Gartner Auditorium. 

Avant-Garde Shorts 
Wednesday, May 8, 7 p.m. 

(The Netherlands, 1928-1934, b&w, 35mm, 123 min.) Directed by Joris Ivens. Ivens’ earliest films were groundbreaking shorts that 
bridged the worlds of the documentary and the experimental film. Program includes: The Bridge 0928) and Rain (1929), two lyrical 
silent films: Philips Radio i']93^). the first Dutch sound film; Sor/nage (Belgium, 1934), a long-banned miners' strike documentary co- 
directed by Henri Storck; and New Earth 0933). a bitter study of the reclamation of the Zuider Zee. Gartner Auditorium. 

Song of the Rivers 
Wednesday, May 15, 7 p.m. 

(East Germany, 1954, b&w, 35mm, 90 min.) Directed by Joris Ivens, with Paul Robeson. This ambitious, globe-hopping "ode to 
international solidarity" focuses on workers on six of the world’s largest rivers: the Volga, Mississippi. Ganges, Nile, Amazon, and 
Yangtze. Music by Dmitri Shostakovich: lyrics by Bertolt Brecht. In English. Preceded at 7 p.m. by Ivens' 22-minute Indonesia Calling 
(Australia, 1946), a rabble-rousing call for Indonesian independence. Gartner Auditorium. 

Poetic Shorts 

Wednesday, May 22, 7 p.m. 

(France, 1957-65, b&w/color, subtitles, 35mm, total 99 min.) Directed by Joris Ivens. Three lyrical short works by the master Dutch 
documentarian. Program includes; The Seine Meets Paris (France, 1957), a valentine to Ivens' second hometown, with commentary by 
Jacques PrSvert; ... A Va/para/so (Chile/France, 1963), a city symphony about Chile's famous port city, with commentary by Chris 
Marker; and The Mistral (France, 1965), a tale of the invigorating, sometimes destructive wind in southern France. Gartner Auditorium. 

The IT'' Parallel 
Sunday, May 26, 1:30 p.m. 

(France, 1968, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 113 min.) Directed by Joris Ivens. This remarkable look at life during wartime was shot during 
two months in the late 1960s, when Ivens and his companion Marceline Loridan lived underground with Vietnamese villagers and 
soldiers on the border between North and South Vietnam. Gartner Auditorium. 

A Tale of the Wind 
Wednesday, May 29, 7 p.m. 

(France, 1988, color, subtitles, 35mm, 74 min.) Directed by Joris Ivens and Marceline Loridan. Ivens' exquisite final film finds the 90- 
year-old legend training his camera on himself. The filmmaker returns to China to unlock the secret of the wind (represented by the 
dragon), which transcends boundaries, peoples, cultures, and continents. This playful, whimsical, one-of-a-kind masterpiece blends 
essay, fiction, mythology, and philosophy. Gartner Auditorium. 

Additional Films 

Two oft-requested recent favorites. 

Vengo 

Friday, May 17, 7 p.m. 

(France/Spain, 2000, color, subtitles, 35mm, 90 min.) Directed by Tony Gatlif. The new film from the director of Latcho Drom and Gadjo 
Dilo is a majestic ode to the artistry and magic of flamenco dancing. Set in Andalusia in southern Spain, the movie marries sensational 
musical numbers to a plot about a blood feud between two Gypsy clans. Scope print! Gartner Auditorium. 

In Search of Peace, Part 7; 1948-1967 
Sunday, May 1 9, 1 :30 p.m. 

(USA, 2000, color/b&w, 35mm, 113 min.) Directed by Richard Trank, narrated by Michael Douglas. A February snowstorm prevented 
most people from seeing this fascinating nonfiction film when first shown at CMA, so it's back. A treasure trove of rare newsreels and 
film clips that chronicles the first two decades of Israeli history — from the nation's founding in 1948 through 1967's Six-Day War. "A 
documentary with a split personality ... On one hand the film is an unabashedly emotional and stirringly inspirational history of Israel 
... On the other it is a scrupulous, factual account of two decades of Israel's conflicts with its neighbors that refuses to demonize or to 
blame the country's enemies" {The New York Times). Gartner Auditorium. 

### 
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